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Access Arrangements and Reasonable Adjustments -
AARA

The QCAA recognises tha t som e  students m ay have  d isab ility, im pa irm ent and/or m edica l conditions or experience  othe r circum stances tha t m ay 
a ffect the ir ab ility to  read , re spond to  and  pa rticipa te  in  assessm ent. Access a rrangem ents and  reasonable  ad justm ents (AARA) a re  designed  to  assist 
these  students.
Acce ss  a r ra n ge m e n t s a re  action /s taken  by the  school so tha t a  student with  an  e ligib le  im pa irm ent tha t m ay not be  covered  by the  de fin ition  of 
d isab ility can  access assessm ent.
Re a son a b le  a d ju s t m e n t s a re  action /s taken  by the  school so tha t a  student with  an  e ligib le  im pa irm ent a s a  re su lt of a  d isab ility and/or m edica l 
condition  and  experiencing othe r circum stances crea ting a  ba rrie r to  the  com ple tion  of a ssessm ent can  be  assessed  on  the  sam e  basis a s othe r 
students.

Eligibility
AARA are provided to minimise barriers for a student whose disability, impairment, medical 
condition or other circumstances affect their ability to read, respond to or participate in 
assessment.

These barriers fall into broad categories:
• Long-term and chronic conditions
• Mental health conditions, such as anxiety and depression
• Short-term conditions and temporary injuries
• Illness and misadventure.



ARAA - Eligibility
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Unit 1 & 2 
• The adjustments implemented in 

Units 1 and 2 provide important 
evidence of the student's normal 
way of working.

• Evidence that the AARA has been 
consistently enacted in Year 11 is 
considered when the school 
applies for the same AARA in Units 
3 and 4.

• However, receiving an AARA in 
Units 1 and 2 does not 
automatically guarantee 
approval for Units 3 and 4



Unit 3 & 4 
QCAA approved 
and/or principal 
reported aara



AARA – Unit 3 & 4 QCAA Approved
QCAA-approved AARA 
are specific practical arrangements and adjustments that can only be approved by the QCAA 
following consideration of supporting documentation submitted with the AARA application

Ie. Medical report 
• Applications for QCAA-approved AARA for students with disability or medical condition/s 

require the submission of a medical report that provides:
• diagnosis of disability and/or medical condition
• date of diagnosis, occurrence or onset of the disability and/or medical condition
• information about how the diagnosed disability and/or medical condition may affect the 

student participating in assessment, particularly timed assessment.
Medical documentation can be provided as early as YR 10, for all long term conditions except 

anxiety (Yearly update). Must be submitted prior to Unit 3 commencement ie NO LATER THAN end 
of Term 3. 



Examples of AARA adjustments  
Some common AARA adjustments include:
• alternative exam conditions, e.g. extra time, rest breaks and/or separate seating
• alternative-format papers, e.g. A4 to A3 enlargement, black-and-white materials
• assistive technology, e.g. screen reader, speech recognition, magnification
• a reader and/or scribe
• extensions to due dates
• the opportunity to undertake a comparable assessment for internal examinations missed 

due to short-term sickness or misadventure.



AARA: Short term conditions / temporary illness - 
EXAMPLES

Adjustments for students with a disability or temporary 
condition/illness so they can get support or assistance to complete 

assessment.
Examples:
Broken arm – scribe for exam, computer or delayed exam
Anxiety – exam can be given in small room, extra time
Diabetes – allows student access to food and drink during 
an exam, rest breaks
Covid – deferred exam
Death in the family – extra time to complete a project or 
assignment (extension) 

Must supply supporting documentation to 
be eligible 



Where can I find the AARA form?



Where can I find the AARA form?



AARA Process – illness & misadventure (SHORT TERM)
STEP 1
Contact school – Head of Year via email or 
phone

STEP 2
Gather Documentation – medical/other

STEP 3
Complete AARA form via the School website 
and press ‘submit’. It will then be sent to the 
relevant Head of Year

STEP 4
Head of Year will evaluate Application 
against the eligibility criteria and provide a 
response with details. 

Please note – whilst awaiting a response, 
students should try and continue to work on 
their assessment task.



AARA questions 
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