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Principal’s Forward 
 

Since Springfield Central State High opened in 2011, we have progressively combined 
excellence in student outcomes and strong family values, to build a reputation in the wider 
community as a school of choice. Our MAGNA excellence programs and growing International 
Student Program enrich the learning experiences of all of our students. 

 

We endeavour to “Scale Great Heights” with every individual student by focusing on high 

performance expectations and a personalised approach. Our expectations are high and 

our students have proven that they can continue to scale even greater heights as we 

continue to support their needs and challenge their expectations to strive for excellence. 

 
We have developed a culture that is about focused learning, high expectations and 

celebrating success. Our school is a safe, enjoyable, focused and disciplined place of 

learning. Expectations around work effort, personal presentation and behaviour are 

very high with strong pro-active strategies to support students who are struggling and 

clear consequences for those students who do not engage with that support. 

 
Schooling at Springfield Central State High is a happy and inspiring experience, a time and a place where every young person 

develops intellectually, personally and socially. Every student experience’s rigorous learning, significant personal growth and the 

spirit that comes from belonging to a nurturing community bigger than themselves. Our community is very supportive of the school 

and our parent body is actively engaged with the school in our mission to develop young people who strive for the highest of 

standards, personal bests and have strong values that will empower them to contribute in life within and beyond Springfield in the 

years ahead. 

 
I look forward to sharing the exciting journey of ‘Scale Great Heights’ with each of you. 
 
 
Anne 
Lawson 
Principal 
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SCSHS Mission: 
Springfield Central State High School develops young people who strive for the highest standards, personal bests and have 
strong values that will empower them to contribute in life within and beyond Springfield in the years ahead 

 

Our school vision of “Exceptional Today, Inspirational Tomorrow” also aligns to our mission statement and core values. 
 

SCSHS Strategic Priorities: 
 Believe - all Springers can learn, improve and achieve (QCE, National Curriculum, Differentiation, ICT, Professional Development) 
 Belong - all Springers are valued and included (ACES, communication, wellbeing, cultural awareness, student support) 
 Become - all Springers are futures-orientated (external partnerships, pathways, innovation, place and space) 

 

SCSHS Values: 
RESPECT 
For everyone’s opportunity to learn 
For ourselves and how we treat others 
For school and community property/environment 

 
 

RESILIENCE 
To engage in the teaching & learning that is available 
To be on time and ready to work 
To produce work you and the community would be proud to display 

 
 

RELATIONSHIPS 
To keep striving to continually improve 
To bounce back from disappointments 
To learn from our mistakes and strive for excellence 

 
 

RESPONSIBILITY 
Between community/industry and the school that are positive and mutually beneficial 
Between staff and/or students that are courteous and cooperative 
Between the school and the community that will prepare students as citizens for life within and beyond Springfield 
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Key Staff Contacts: 

Executive Team 
 

Deputy Principal – Year 9   Leanne Miller lmill155@eq.edu.au 
Head of Department – Year 9 Robbie Griffiths rgrif98@eq.edu.au 

Year Level Coordinator 
 

Year 9 Nathanael Drysdale   npdry0@eq.edu.au 

Heads of Department – Curriculum 
 

Arts + Instrumental Music Brett Elphick belph2@eq.edu.au 
Global and Vocational Learning (Languages, 
International Student Program, Innovation) 

John Thompson jthom814@eq.edu.au 

Technology James Elcock jelco4@eq.edu.au 
English Russ Maynard rmayn7@eq.edu.au 
Humanities (including Business) Jessica Parkin jpark446@eq.edu.au 
HPE Christian Tucker ctuck34@eq.edu.au 
Mathematics Meg Jacobs mjaco69@eq.edu.au 
Science Michele Field mfiel57@eq.edu.au 

Learning and Student Support Services 
 

Guidance Officer  Bec Evans bevan116@eq.edu.au 
Head of Special Education Services Jasmine Brix Jabri6@eq.edu.au 
Head of Department – Student Engagement Kelly Black kstep72@eq.edu.au 

 

Year 9 2023 Summary 
In 2023, Year 7 students will again be preferencing their elective studies. Students will study one elective per semester. 
Please note that while every attempt will be made for students to be provided with their first preference, no guarantee can be 
provided to students or families. 

 

Subject 
(core, elective) 

Year Level Length of Study 
9 Year Semester 

English Core 
 

 
 

  

      Creative Writing Elective 
 

 
 

Maths Core 
 

 
 

  

Science Core 
 

 
 

  

Humanities Core 
 

 
 

 
 

 

  Business Enterprise Elective  
 

 
 

HPE Core 
 

  
 

 

      Extension HPE Elective 
 

 
 

Languages Elective 
 

  
 

 

The Arts Elective 
 

  
 

 

Technology Elective 
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Full Year Core Subject Information 2023 
 
English (core) 
The study of English is central to the learning and development of all young Australians. It helps create confident communicators, imaginative thinkers and informed 
citizens. It is through the study of English that individuals learn to analyse, understand, communicate and build relationships with others and with the world around them. 
The study of English plays a key role in the development of reading and literacy skills which help young people develop the knowledge and skills needed for education, 
training and the workplace. It helps them become ethical, thoughtful, informed and active members of society. In this light, it is clear that the Australian Curriculum: 
English plays an important part in developing the understanding, attitudes and capabilities of those who will take responsibility for Australia’s future. 

 
 

Course and Assessment Outline  
 

Year 9 Unit Assessment 
Term 1 Speak up! Persuasive Speech 
Term 2 The World Around Us Analytical Essay 
Term 3 Speculative Fiction Short Story 
Term 4 Media Watch Feature Article 
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Mathematics (core) 
The Australian Curriculum: Mathematics provides students with essential mathematical skills and knowledge in number and algebra, measurement and geometry, and 
statistics and probability. It develops the numeracy capabilities that all students need in their personal, work and civic life, and provides the fundamentals on which 
mathematical specialties and professional applications of mathematics are built. 

 
The curriculum focuses on developing increasingly sophisticated and refined mathematical understanding, fluency, reasoning, and problem-solving skills. These 
proficiencies enable students to respond to familiar and unfamiliar situations by employing mathematical strategies to make informed decisions and solve problems 
efficiently. 

 

Course and Assessment Outline  
 

Year 9 Unit Assessment 
Term 1 Real numbers 

Money and Financial Maths 
Statistics  
 

Exam 

Term 2 Patterns and Algebra 
Geometric reasoning  
Pythagoras and Trigonometry 
 

Exam 

Term 3 Linear and non-linear relationships 
Measurement 

Exam 

Term 4 Probability  Assignment (Problem solving task)  
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Science (core) 
 

The ability to think and act in scientific ways helps build the broader suite of capabilities in students as confident, self-motivated and active members of our society. 
The Australian Curriculum: Science provides opportunities for students to develop an understanding of important science concepts and processes, the practices used to 
develop scientific knowledge, of science’s contribution to our culture and society, and its applications in our lives. The curriculum supports students to develop the 
scientific knowledge, understandings and skills to make informed decisions about local, national and global issues and to participate, if they so wish, in science-related 
careers. 

 

Course and Assessment Outline  
 

Year 9 Unit Assessment 
Term 1 Physics Exam 
Term 2 Psychology Data test 
Term 3 Biology Exam 
Term 4 Chemistry Experimental report 
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Semester Length Core Subject Information 2023 

Humanities (core) 
The Humanities and Social Sciences learning area includes a study of history, geography, civics and citizenship, and business. The Humanities and Social 
Science subjects in the Australian Curriculum provide a broad understanding of the world in which we live, and how people can participate as active and 
informed citizens with high-level skills needed for the 21st century. 

 

Through studying Humanities and Social Sciences, students will develop the ability to question, think critically, solve problems, communicate effectively, make 
decisions and adapt to change. Thinking about and responding to issues requires an understanding of the key historical, geographical, political, economic and 
societal factors involved, and how these different factors interrelate. 

 

Course and Assessment Outline  
Year 9 Unit Assessment 
Unit 1 History – Industrial Revolution Exam – short response 
Unit 2 History - World War I Investigation 
Unit 3 Geography - Biomes and Food Security Project 

 

Unit 4 Geography - Interconnections Project 
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Health and Physical Education (core) 
At the core of Health and Physical Education is the acquisition of movement skills and concepts to enable students to participate in a range of physical 
activities – confidently, competently and creatively. As a foundation for lifelong physical activity participation and enhanced performance, students acquire an 
understanding of how the body moves and develop positive attitudes towards physical activity participation. 

 

In Health and Physical Education, students develop the skills, knowledge, and understanding to strengthen their sense of self, and build and manage satisfying, 
respectful relationships. They learn to build on personal and community strengths and assets to enhance safety and wellbeing. They critique and challenge assumptions 
and stereotypes. Students learn to navigate a range of health-related sources, services and organisations. 

 

Course and Assessment Outline  
 
 
 

Year 8 Unit Assessment 
Term 1/Term 3 Drugs and alcohol 

AFL and Touch Football 
Report 
Practical 

Term 2/Term 4 Respectful Relationships 
Netball and Striking Games 

Exam 
Practical 
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Elective Subject Information 2023 
 

The Arts Technology Language English HPE Humanities 

Dance (performing) Digital Engineering Japanese Creative 
Writing 

Extension PE Business 
Enterprise 

Drama (performing) Home Economics by 
Design 

    

Media (practical) Design Practices     

Music (performing)      

Visual Art (practical)      

 

*N.B. Students will complete one elective each semester. No elective can be repeated in the same year. Not all subjects will be available 
to all students. There may be waiting lists. 

 
**Elective subjects will run based on student and staffing numbers. All attempts will be made to provide students with one of their 
preferred elective options. 
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Japanese  (elective)  
Japanese is the official language of Japan, Australia’s northern neighbour in the Asia region. It is also widely used by communities of speakers in Hawaii, Peru and 
Brazil, and learnt as an additional language by large numbers of students in the Republic of Korea, China, Indonesia and Australia. 

 
Japanese uses three scripts for writing: hiragana, the basic phonetic script representing the sounds of Japanese; katakana, the companion phonetic script that is largely 
used for loan words; and kanji, Chinese characters that represent meaning rather than sound (ideographs). The three scripts are used interdependently. Hiragana is 
typically the first script learnt, with katakana and kanji first introduced in context then taught systematically, contributing to script knowledge and competence. 

 
 

 

Course and Assessment Outline  
 

Year 9 Unit Assessment 
Term 1/3 Journey to Japan Multimodal Presentation – Assignment 

Listening Exam 
Term 2/4 Happy Hobbies Written Assignment 

Reading Exam 
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The Arts (elective) 
The arts have the capacity to engage, inspire and enrich all students, exciting the imagination and encouraging them to reach their creative and expressive potential. The five 
arts subjects in the Australian Curriculum provide opportunities for students to learn how to create, design, represent, communicate and share their imagined and 
conceptual ideas, emotions, observations and experiences. 

 
Through The Arts, students learn to express their ideas, thoughts and opinions as they discover and interpret the world. They learn that designing, producing and resolving 
their work is as essential to learning in the arts as is creating a finished artwork. Students develop their arts knowledge and aesthetic understanding through a growing 
comprehension of the distinct and related languages, symbols, techniques, processes and skills of the arts subjects. Arts learning provides students with opportunities to 
engage with creative industries and arts professionals. 

 
 

 

Course and Assessment Outline  
 
 

Year 9 Unit Assessment 
Dance Dare to Dance  Choreography, Essay (analytical), Performance 

Drama Creating Drama Script writing and performance 

Music Pop Music and Gaming Music  Performance and Composition 
Media Exploring the world of genre  Design, produce and critique script and storyboard 

Visual Art History revisited 
Do you see what I see?  

Practical folio, resolved art works and reflective journal 

Magna Music Music in Film 
Art of Performance 

Performance, Composition and Written Response  

 
 

Arts (Dance, Drama, Media and Music) Pathways: 
 



14 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
  
 
 



15 
 

 

 

Technologies  Aerospace, Digital Engineering, Industrial Technology, 
Design and Engineering, Home Economics   (elective)  

 
Technologies can play an important role in transforming, restoring and sustaining societies and natural, managed and constructed environments. The Australian 
Curriculum: Technologies ensures that all students benefit from learning about and working with traditional, contemporary and emerging technologies that shape the 
world in which we live. By applying their knowledge and practical skills and processes when using technologies and other resources to create innovative solutions, 
independently and collaboratively, they develop knowledge, understanding and skills to respond creatively to current and future needs. 

 
The practical nature of the Technologies learning area engages students in critical and creative thinking, including understanding interrelationships in systems when solving 
complex problems. A systematic approach to experimentation, problem-solving, prototyping and evaluation instils in students the value of planning and reviewing 
processes to realise ideas. 

 
At Springfield Central SHS, the ACARA Technology curriculum is managed by the Business/ IT Department (Digital) and Technology (Design) Department. 

 

 

Aerospace  
In Aerospace, students learn about the fundamentals, history and future of the aerospace industry.  They gain knowledge and aeronautics, aerospace operations, human 
factors, safety management and systems thinking that enable them to solve real-world aerospace problems using the problem-solving process in aerospace systems.  
Students transferrable 21st Century skills that support their life aspirations, including critical thinking, creative thinking, communication, collaboration and social skills, and 
information and communication technologies (ICT) skills.  
 

Digital Technologies 

The Australian Curriculum: Digital Technologies empowers students to shape change by influencing how contemporary and emerging information systems and practices are 
applied to meet current and future needs. A deep knowledge and understanding of information systems enables students to be creative and discerning decision-makers 
when they select, use and manage data, information, processes and digital systems to meet needs and shape preferred futures. 

 
Digital Technologies provides students with practical opportunities to use design thinking and to be innovative developers of digital solutions and knowledge. The subject 
helps students to become innovative creators of digital solutions, effective users of digital systems and critical consumers of information conveyed by digital systems. 

 

Design Technologies 
The Australian Curriculum: Design and Technologies enables students to become creative and responsive designers. When they consider ethical, legal, aesthetic and 
functional factors and the economic, environmental and social impacts of technological change, and how the choice and use of technologies contributes to a 
sustainable future, they are developing the knowledge, understanding and skills to become discerning decision-makers. 

 
Design and Technologies actively engages students in creating quality designed solutions for identified needs and opportunities across a range of technologies contexts. 
Students manage projects independently and collaboratively from conception to realisation. They apply design and systems thinking and design processes to investigate 
ideas, generate and refine ideas, plan, produce and evaluate designed solutions. They develop a sense of pride, satisfaction and enjoyment from their ability to develop 
innovative designed products, services and environments. 
 

Industrial Technology, Design and Engineering, Home Economics 
The Australian Curriculum: Design and Technologies enables students to become creative and responsive designers. When they consider ethical, legal, aesthetic and 
functional factors and the economic, environmental and social impacts of technological change, and how the choice and use of technologies contributes to a 
sustainable future, they are developing the knowledge, understanding and skills to become discerning decision-makers. 

 
Design and Technologies actively engages students in creating quality designed solutions for identified needs and opportunities across a range of technologies contexts. 
Students manage projects independently and collaboratively from conception to realisation. They apply design and systems thinking and design processes to investigate 
ideas, generate and refine ideas, plan, produce and evaluate designed solutions. They develop a sense of pride, satisfaction and enjoyment from their ability to develop 
innovative designed products, services and environments. 
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Course and Assessment Outlines  
 

 

Technologies – Aerospace, Digital Engineering  
Year 9 Unit Assessment 
Aerospace Done Racing, Airport Operations (Semester 1)  

Navigation and Weather Systems, Glider Aerodynamics 
(Semester 2) 

  Projects, Extended Response (report) 
  Exam  

Digital 
Engineering 

   Data and information security, Web Design Project, Exam  

 
 

 

Technologies – Industrial, Home Economics, Design and Engineering  
Year 9 Unit Assessment 
 Industrial 
Technology 

Design processes within manufacturing – furnishing, 
plastics, prototyping / drafting  

Folio Exam 

Home 
Economics 

Food and Fibre (textiles) contexts within design processes Folio – extended response and product  
Folio – short response and product 

Design and 
Engineering  

Design and engineering contexts focusing on mechanical, 
aeronautical, civil and biomedical areas 

Exam 
Folio – extended response 

 

 

 Technologies Pathways: 
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Humanities - Business (elective)  
 

The Australian Curriculum: Economics and Business empowers students to shape their social and economic futures and to contribute to the development of prosperous, 
sustainable and equitable Australian and global economies. The study of economics and business develops the knowledge, understanding and skills that will equip students 
to secure their financial futures and to participate in and contribute to the wellbeing and sustainability of the economy, the environment and society. Through studying 
economics and business, students learn to make informed decisions and to appreciate the interdependence of decisions made within economic systems, including the 
effects of these decisions on consumers, businesses, governments and other economies, and on environmental and social systems. 

 
Economics and business provides students with opportunities to develop enterprising behaviours and capabilities that will equip them to face challenges in their lifetime. 
Through authentic learning opportunities, the economics and business curriculum fosters enterprising individuals who are able to effectively embrace change; seek 
innovation; work with others; show initiative, flexibility and leadership; use new technologies; plan, organise and manage risk; and use resources efficiently. 
 

Course and Assessment Outline  
 

In Enterprise, students learn about and are responsive to environmental changes such as emerging technologies, globalisation, sustainability, resources, economy and 
society.  They explore entrepreneurship opportunities using the actional research model.  This multifaceted course creates a learning environment that fosters ambition 
and success, while being mindful of social and ethical values and responsibilities.  Opportunity is provided to develop interpersonal and leadership skills through a range 
of individual and collaborative activities in teaching and learning.  

 

 

Business & Digital Technologies 
Year 9 Unit Assessment 
Business 
Studies 

   Conducting business on a global scale, managing financial risks  
   and rewards 

Folio  
Extended response (report) 

 Enterprise   Shark Tank, Social action project   Multimodal presentation 
  Project 

 
 

 Business Pathways: 
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Health and Physical Education – Extension HPE (elective) 
 
At the core of Health and Physical Education is the acquisition of movement skills and concepts to enable students to participate in a range of physical 
activities – confidently, competently and creatively. As a foundation for lifelong physical activity participation and enhanced performance, students acquire an 
understanding of how the body moves and develop positive attitudes towards physical activity participation. 

 

In Health and Physical Education, students develop the skills, knowledge, and understanding to strengthen their sense of self, and build and manage satisfying, 
respectful relationships. They learn to build on personal and community strengths and assets to enhance safety and wellbeing. They critique and challenge assumptions 
and stereotypes. Students learn to navigate a range of health-related sources, services and organisations. 

 

Course and Assessment Outline  
 

Year 9 Unit Assessment 
Unit 1 Games and Sports – “Invasion Sports” Reflection Journal 

Practical 
Unit 2 Mental Health and Wellbeing – 

“Resilient Springers” 
Investigation 

Unit 3 Safety and lifelong physical activity Project (multimodal) 
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English -  Creative Writing (elective) 
The study of English is central to the learning and development of all young Australians. It helps create confident communicators, imaginative thinkers and informed 
citizens. It is through the study of English that individuals learn to analyse, understand, communicate and build relationships with others and with the world around them. 
The study of English plays a key role in the development of reading and literacy skills which help young people develop the knowledge and skills needed for education, 
training and the workplace. It helps them become ethical, thoughtful, informed and active members of society. In this light, it is clear that the Australian Curriculum: 
English plays an important part in developing the understanding, attitudes and capabilities of those who will take responsibility for Australia’s future. 

. 
 
 

Course and Assessment Outline – English 
 

Year 9 Unit Assessment 
Term 1 Speak up! Persuasive Speech 
Term 2 The World Around Us Analytical Essay 
Term 3 Speculative Fiction Short Story 
Term 4 Media Watch Literary Essay 
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